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desired to send gratuitously to each of the other Societies 
one dozen copies, at least, of each publication. 

Quarterly meetings to be held for the purpose of commu- 
nicating ; and, in this State, the quarterly meetings shall be 
held on the days next following those appointed for the meet- 
ings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

When the Society's funds can afford it, salaries shall be 
granted to the Secretaries and other officers. 

Persons to compose the first meeting : William Tudor, Esq., 
Rev. John Eliot, Rev. Peter Thacher, James Winthrop, Esq., 
Jere. Belknap.* 

Mr. Brooks offered some remarks on the origin of 
the name of the town of Medford, tracing it through the 
Cradock Family — the original owners of the plantation 
on the Mystic River — to the manor of Metford, in 
Staffordshire, England, also owned by the same family. 
The change from Metford to Medford, Mr. Brooks said, 
could not be explained. The name was written in dif- 
ferent ways in the town-records, but, since 1715, was 
invariably spelt as at the present time. 

Mr. Washburn presented to the Society, for its cabi- 
net, a six-doUar note of the old Continental money, 
dated 1775. 



AUGUST MEETING. 

The stated meeting of the Society, for August, was 
held this day (Aug. 11), in the cottage of Mr. Tudor, 
at Nahant. The meeting was called to order by the 
President at eleven and a half o'clock, a.m. 

* The name of " Hon. S. Adams, Esq.," is the first on the list, but is erased. 
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Hon. Thomas G. Gary, and S. F. Haven, Esq., were 
unanimously elected Resident Members. 

After the usual order of business bad been gone 
through with, the President said he felt sure that no 
apology need be oiFered in behalf of the officers of the 
Society for calling this meeting a day in advance of 
the stated time, after appointing it in this unaccustomed 
place. 

It was not, indeed, altogether new in our history for 
the Society to make an excursion to some of the neigh- 
boring shores or islands. Our journals contained the 
record of at least one such excursion, a great many years 
ago, when the scene of Bartholomew Gosnold's brief 
abode on one of the little islands on the other side of 
the Cape was carefully explored, under the lead *f the 
late excellent Judge Davis. And, earlier stUl in the his- 
tory of the Society, a formal meeting, he believed, was 
once held on Governor's Island, in Boston Harbor, with 
a view to examine the site and surroundings of one of 
the summer residences of Governor Winthrop in 1630. 
In later days, the enterprise of the members had been 
limited to an occasional visit to Cambridge. 

To one of these visits — namely, that to the residence 
of our valued associate, Mr. George Livermore — may, 
perhaps, be traced the first idea, in the mind of the late 
Mr. Dowse, of that munificent design which resulted in 
our possession of his noble library. 

Another of those visits — that to the old head-quarters 
of Washington, on the 17th of June last, by invitation 
of Mr. Longfellow — was too fuU of delightful associa- 
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tions to be ever forgotten by any one who was privi- 
leged to be present at it. 

It could not be thought strange, therefore, in view of 
precedents and experiences like these, that the Standing 
Committee should have eagerly embraced the opportu- 
nity for another meeting of a similar kind, so kindly 
proposed to us by our worthy and liberal host; and 
that they should have willingly conformed to his con- 
venience ia anticipating by four and twenty hours the 
regular time of the August meeting. 

The littie peninsula on which we were gathered was 
not without an interesting history of its own. As early 
as 1614, the famous Captain John Smith included it in 
his survey of the New-England coast, delineating it un- 
mistakably on his map, though his description would 
not be so easily recognized. It is as follows : — 

" The next I can remember by the name are the Matta- 
hunts, — two pleasant isles of groves, gardens, and cornfields, a 
league in the maine. The isles of Mattahunts are on the west 
side of the bay, where are many isles, and some rocks, that 
appear a great height above the water, like the Pieramides of 
Egypt." 

A former member of this Society, Mr. Alonzo Lewis, 
says, that, " by the Mattahiints, he probably meant the 
Nahants, which he named the Fullerton Islands." Mr. 
Lewis had also told us, that, in 1622, " Nahantee " was 
granted by the councU in England to Captain Robert 
Gorges, who came over the next year. Many other 
interesting and amusing particulars connected with the 
history of this place might be found in the little hand- 
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book entitled the "Picture of Nahant," in whichi, of 
course, the far-famed sea-serpent was not forgotten. 

But, even if Nahant had no history before, our host 
himself had rendered it an historical place. It would 
be indelicate for the Chair to dwell at any length, in his 
own presence and beneath his own roof, upon the mar- 
vellous results of his persevering enterprise and unfail- 
ing liberality. The evidences were all around us, by 
every roadside, along every pathway, in every tree, shrub, 
plant. But the Society would be gratified if Mr. Tudor 
would give them, by and by, some little account of what 
he had attempted and accomplished during the third of 
a century since he entered on the work, and of the 
gradual processes by which " the groves and gardens 
and cornfields," which had so long and so hopelessly 
disappeared, had been once more restored to these 
seemingly bleak and barren rocks. 

Meantime, it would be pleasant to all of us to remem- 
ber, that this, our first meeting at Nahant, was imder 
the roof of the son of one at whose house, in Boston, 
our Society held its original meeting sixty-seven years 
ago. 

On the 24th of January, 1791, the first meeting of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society was held at the man- 
sion of Hon. WUliam Tudor, and was attended by eight 
persons. Our future annals will bear witness, that not- 
withstanding the distance, and the menacing character 
of the weather, more than four times that number 
assembled at the house of Frederic Tudor, Esq., at 
Nahant, on the 11th of August, 1858. 

Nor will they fail to bear witness also to the great 
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historical epocli at which, this meeting was held. We 
were here in the very week, perhaps on the very day, 
perhaps at the very hour, when the first articulate mes- 
sage was passing from the sovereign of Great Britain 
to our own republican President, through the medium 
of that magical electric chain which had at last bound 
together the two hemispheres. It was an event to 
designate an era in the history of the world. 

The President, in concluding his introductory remarks, 
alluded playfully to the fact that other Sparks had just 
crossed the ocean, in advance of the action of the Elec- 
tric Telegraph, which they had all observed with the 
highest satisfaction; and he took the opportunity of 
welcoming, in behalf of the whole Society, their distin- 
guished Vice-President, Hon. Jared Sparks, on his return 
to the scene of his studies and honorable labors, and 
whom he rejoiced to see present on this occasion. 

Mr. LiVERMORE, after referring to the great event of 
the week to which the President had alluded, read the 
following letter from Hon. Edward Everett, whom indis- 
position had kept from the meeting : — 

Boston, 10th August, 1858. 
My DEAR Mr. Livermore, — I have great pleasure, in com- 
pliance with the wish expressed in your note of this day, in 
sending to you, for the purpose of being exhibited at the 
meeting of the Historical Society, the accompanying speci- 
mens — four in number — of the " Atlantic Submarine Elec- 
tric Telegraph Cable." They were kindly presented to me by 
Captain Hudson, of the " Niagara ; " and they show the wires 
in the several successive stages of their preparation. A larger 
piece of the cable, given me by Mr. Peabody, is in the hands 
of a friend not living in Boston. 
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I regret that the state of my health prevents my attending 
the meeting, and exhibiting these interesting objects in person 
to the Society, which will no doubt mark upon its records the 
great occurrence of the past week, as the most extraordinary, 
and, let us hope, the most auspicious, event in our recent 
history. 

It is just a century ago since Dr. Franklin, at the request 
of Professor Winthrop, of Harvard College (a relative, I 
believe, of our worthy President), sent a complete electrical 
battery, prepared in part with his own hands, to be used in 
the lectures on natural philosophy in that institution. This, 
I suppose, was the first occasion on which the astonishing, 
and then recently observed, phenomena of electricity were 
systematically demonstrated at a place of education. We 
may be permitted to reflect with some satisfaction, as citizens 
of Massachusetts, that she has given birth to three persons 
so prominently connected as Franklin, Morse, and Field, with 
the origin and progress of this wonder-working science, and 
especially as the last two named with this its most marvel- 
lous application. 

Let us still more rejoice in the anticipation, that its bene- 
ficent results, of which it tasks the most creative imagination 
to conceive the extent, will redound to the advantage of all 
mankind. 

I remain, dear Mr. Livermore, with great regard, 
Your Friend and Associate, 

Edward Everett. 

In answer to the call of the President, Mr. Sparks 
gave an unstudied relation of a few incidents of his 
recent visit to Europe, which he supposed might be of 
some interest to the meeting. At Florence, he had 
found valuable papers relating to Vespucius, which he 
had ordered to be transcribed, and should present to 
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the Society. The members of the family of the distin- 
guished navigator, who, though not opulent, are in good 
circumstances, informed him, that, some years ago, they 
parted with an original portrait of their ancestor to an 
American gentleman, who avowed that he desired it 
for an American public institution ; and that it had 
been traced to New York, but that its present place of 
deposit is not knovpn. It was a matter of deep regret 
to the family, that this original is not in our national 
halls. Copies of it represented the same melancholy 
face, '&nd also the hand holding a map, which are seen 
in the picture in possession of this Society. 

Mr. Sparks spoke of the British State-paper Office, 
where there is a valuable collection of documents relat- 
ing to the early history of our country, which ought to 
be copied, especially at the present time, when the 
British Government are remarkably liberal in granting 
permission to students of history, and to all proper 
persons, to examine and transcribe whatever papers 
they may require. They simply require that the matter 
copied should be submitted to a responsible officer, and 
approved by him. He himself had foimd no difficulty 
in getting whatever he wanted. 

Mr. Sparks also found a commendable liberality in 
Holland. In France, the restrictions were greater. 

In concluding, Mr. Sparks spoke of our national 
reputation abroad. On the Continent generally, and 
especially in Paris, the United States were less favora- 
bly regarded. The Paris press and monarchists every- 
where were willing to magnify against us every thing 
disparaging, to our free institutions; such as partisan 
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disputes, mobs, duels, and political troubles. The Red 
Republicans dislike the government of the United States, 
because the people have no more liberty ; the aristo- 
cratic circles, because we are a republic. In England, 
the case w^as different. There the United States are 
held in respect, as a nation VForthy of being conciliated, 
and of being connected with England by closer ties, 
with a view of being a strong ally in future contests 
with absolutism. 

With regard to France, there are illustrious excep- 
tions, amongst men of science, to the remark he had 
just now made. As a striking illustration, he woiild 
read from the "Moniteur" of March 2, 1858, an extract 
from a paper read to the Academy of Sciences by Baron 
Charles Dupin, alluding to the State of Massachusetts. 

TRANSLATION. 

On the west of the Atlantic, Massachusetts, though small 
in territory, and incomparably less fertile than the basins of 
the Mississippi, the La Plata, and the Amazon, is made great 
by agriculture, and, above all, by industry. It takes the lead 
in science and art among the one hundred and twenty 
States of the New World. To its limited boundaries it adds 
two oceans. It sends towards the polar circles, to attack the 
huge cetacea, more seamen than all other nations put together. 
It seeks in Asia the treasures of the equatorial clime, and 
pays for the precious perfumes and spices of the torrid zone 
with the ice of its lakes. It compels its running waters, as if 
by magic, to become the servants of utility ; transforming its 
cataracts and rapids into obedient motive powers, rivals of 
steam. It is not enough for this State to found its noble 
University at Cambridge, to extend the boundaries of science, 
and add even stars to its conquests : it builds, at the same 
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time, its Manchester, its Glasgow, its Leeds, and its Halifax. 
During the half-century which follows that which we de- 
scribe, it has been preparing, against the colossus of British 
industry, a struggle of giants. The struggle has already 
begun. New England braces herself to a second war of 
independence, and the conquest will be the independence of 
the arts. 

The President submitted from Hon. WUliam Apple- 
ton an original circular, dated Boston, July 28, 1785, 
from James Bowdoin, Governor of Massachusetts, to 
the Governor of the State of Maryland, transmitting an 
Act of the Legislature of Massachusetts for the regula- 
tion of navigation and commerce. It is as follows : — 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Boston, July 28, 1785. 
Sir, — In compliance with the enclosed resolutions^ of the 
Legislature of this Commonwealth, I transmit for the perusal 
of your Excellency an Act passed in their last session for the 
regulating of navigation and commerce. This Act is in- 
tended as a temporary expedient, to prevent, as far as it is in 
the power of the Legislature of a single State, the effects of 
a system of commercial policy adopted by the British Gov- 
ernment, which, it is conceived, will be ruinous to the trade 
of the United States. That nation seems to build her hopes 
and expectations of carrying these plans into execution upon 
a supposed interference of commercial interests among these 
States, and a mutual jealousy arising therefrom, which will 
render it impracticable for them to agree to vest Congress 
with a sufficient power to regulate the trade of the United 
States. But such hopes must be grounded upon an antece- 
dent, and, I would hope, a mistaken opinion, that these States, 
in the time of their prosperity, have lost that sense of honor 
and justice, that mutual feeling of friendship and attachment. 
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and, above all, that public virtue, and supreme regard to the 
interest and safety of the whole, which so powerfully actuated 
them in the day of common danger, and which will be ever 
essentially necessary, so long as they shall continue to be one 
great confederated Commonwealth. It highly concerns united 
sovereign States dxily to attend to the ruling principles of all 
well-regulated societies ; and it concerns them the more, 
because they may be more apt than others to forget that 
the interest of individuals must be governed by that of the 
whole. 

It is much to be desired that Congress may be vested with 
a well-grMCjrcfec? power to regulate the trade of the United 
States. This being effected, the Act of our Commonwealth 
will cease to operate. In the mean time, it is to be relied on 
that the mutual friendship and good-humor of the several 
States towards each other, their sentiments of honor and 
justice, will be a sufficient pledge, that, when measures wisely 
calculated to defeat the unjust designs of foreigners against 
the trade or general interest of the United States are taken by 
any individual State, they may be adopted by all ; so that no 
one State may be left to suffer essentially in its own trade by 
its laudable zeal and exertion for the common safety. 

I shall, from time to time, transmit to your Excellency such 
Acts of the Legislature of this Commonwealth as may regard 
the general interest of the confederacy, or that of your State 
in particular, and request you to oblige me with similar 
communications. 

I have the honor to be, with the most perfect esteem, sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

James Bowdoin. 

His Excellency the Governor of the State of Maryland. 

Mr. Tudor, at the request of the President, gave an 
interesting account of the origin and progress of his 
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very successful attempts to promote the culture of trees, 
vegetables, and flowers, at Nahant, from the year 1825, 
when he commenced the building of his cottage. The 
difficulty was not in the soil, but in the driving and 
blighting winds ; from which having protected vegeta- 
tion, he was enabled to raise whatever he had planted. 

Mr. Tudor then conducted the members over his 
grounds, and through his fertile and beautiful garden, 
which gave evidence of what skill, perseverance, and 
taste can accomplish in an exposed and barren situa- 
tion. 



SEPTEMBER MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Sept. 9, at noon, at their rooms in Tremont 
Street, Boston; the President, Hon. Robert C. Win- 
THROP, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Con- 
necticut Historical Society ; the MercantUe-Library 
Association; the New- York Agricultural Society; the 
Committee on the Map of Plymouth County; the Se- 
cretary of the State of Massachusetts ; the State Libra- 
rian of Ohio ; James L. Baker, Esq. ; James Lenox, 
Esq. ; J. Wingate Thornton, Esq. ; Samuel Batchelder, 
jun., Esq. ; L. A. Huguet Latour, Esq. ; Rev. Samuel C. 
Jackson; Lieutenant J. M. Gilliss; Rev. L. Tenney; 
and from Messrs. Bowditch, Brigham, Lothrop, Robbing, 
Warren, and Winthrop, of the Society. 



